
 

Thursday May 27, 2021 

Dear All, 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well and happily occupied. 
 

A few weeks ago I commented in my “keeping in touch” e-mail that the East of England     

monsoon season seemed to have started.  It still does not seem to have stopped and when it has 

looked like it might be letting up all I have to do is clip a lead to a dog and go outdoors 

………. And off it goes again.  Since young plants started going into the ground on the          

allotment – a good 2 weeks ago - there has not been one single day on which I have had to wa-

ter it.  We are told that from today things should improve – but perhaps we will then be wor-

ried about UV exposure and sunburn! 
 

    
 

Today is the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest which was introduced in    

England and Wales in 2018, to be celebrated on the Thursday after Pentecost.  It means that 

unfortunately this year we lose the celebration of St Augustine of Canterbury today, 27th May, 

which is a great shame as he was such a significant figure in the story of Christianity in our 

land.  Augustine was the “Apostle to the English”, sent by Pope Gregory the Great to bring the 

faith to England.  Christianity had been present in England during Roman times, but after their 

departure and with the arrival of the Saxons most Christians had reverted to Paganism.  Sixth 

century England was divided into several warring Kingdoms, and Augustine, a Benedictine 

monk, landed in Kent, on the Isle of Thanet, in the year 597.  There he was met by  King     

Ethelbert (and most likely his Queen, Bertha, who was already a Christian) who allowed      

Augustine to preach and invited him to settle in Canterbury.  The King himself became      

Christian and many of his subjects followed – it is said that Augustine baptised thousands on 

Christmas Day 597.  Two of Augustine’s monks returned to Rome to convey the news of the 

success of their mission, and they returned to England in 601 with the pallium Gregory sent for 
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 Augustine – the first Archbishop of Canterbury.  Opinion varies – some scholars say Augustine 

was already in Episcopal Orders when Gregory despatched him to England, others (including 

Bede, writing around a century later) say he was consecrated by the Bishop of Arles (in 

France). Whatever the true details might be, Augustine was the first Archbishop of Canterbury 

and he was responsible for consecrating Mellitus as the first Bishop of London and Justus as 

the first Bishop of Rochester.  It is not universally agreed when Augustine died, but Bede    

records his death as being on 26th May 609.  A Shrine to St Augustine was established at 

Ramsgate around the time of his death.  The current shrine was re-established in 2012 in the 

personal Church dedicated to St Augustine which was built by Augustus Pugin in the 1840s. 

 

    

 

Turning now to Parish matters.  It was really good to be able to return “to the door” at the end 

of Masses last weekend.  It makes such a difference to us as your clergy in trying to stay 

“connected” to you and to keep up to date with you all. 
 

If you are planning to attend Mass in person this Sunday (Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity), 

please tell us which Mass you intend to assist at.  As usual, please send an e-mail to          

parishpriest763@gmail.com , copied to gordonadam1962@btinternet.com stating whether you 

intend to assist at Mass on Saturday at 6pm, Sunday 9.30am, or Sunday 11.30am, and tell us 

how many people there will be in your household group / bubble. It is very helpful if you give 

us notice by Saturday lunchtime - Please note that you are advising us of your intentions, you 

are NOT BOOKING PLACES OR TICKETS. 
 

If you want to partake of Parish live electronically, you can find us on  

www.youtube.com at “Our Lady’s Kings Lynn”: 
 

T3 (The Thursday Talk) will be livestreamed this evening at 7pm at  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQ4RruaiQNY .   

We continue to look at the history of the Parish, this week concentrating on  

“Fr Wrigglesworth – School, Church and Shrine”. 
 

The 11.30 Mass on Sunday will be at  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rO7TVCrpluU 
 

The first Holy Communion class is now closed to new entrants.  We are sufficiently underway 

with teaching that any new joiners would be missing too much and would not be properly    

prepared.  However we will now accept applications for classes beginning in late September in 

preparation for first Holy Communion (probably) in May 2022.  If your child is in the right 
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 age group for first Holy Communion at Eastertide next year please ask for a form. 
 

Before the pandemic struck a group of us met on Thursday mornings, following Mass, as part 

of our response to “The Year of the Word” which was aimed at getting us to engage more 

deeply with Holy Scripture.  The “Year of the Word” was focussed on 2020, and it has been 

thoroughly eclipsed by the events of the past 15 months.  Nevertheless I think that weekly    

opportunity to discuss and reflect on the coming Sunday’s readings was a useful thing to 

do.  We used “The Wednesday Word” as a key tool to guided and shape our discussion (here is 

this week’s  

http://www.wednesdayword.org/downloads/parish_docs/687-B-Holy-Trinity-2021.pdf ),  

and (assuming we do have a further lifting of restrictions next month) I intend to “resurrect” 

this “Thursday Word” group from July, beginning on Thursday 1st July 
 

I also know that the Brethren of the Knights of St Columba will soon be receiving notification 

of the intention to resume meeting from July.  The Knights meet on the fourth Monday of the 

month, beginning with Mass at 7pm.  The Mass is open to anybody to attend.  I hope other 

Parish groups and organisations will now start thinking about how to resume their activities 

and works as soon as possible once it is permitted so to do. 
 

And finally this week – for those who want to better understand the difference between dogs 

and cats: 

 

 
 

As always, carry on taking good care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our lady pray for you and may God bless you. 
 

Fr Gordon 

 

 

Fr Gordon Adam 
Assistant Priest, King’s Lynn Catholic Parish,  
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