
 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 

 

Dear All 

 

Having forgotten to include the YouTube links for the upcoming live-streams in last week’s 

keeping-in-touch e-mail, you might have thought I would not commit the same mistake again 

this week.  But I did!! 

 

So, here they are: 

 

Thursday 18th March, 7.00pm –  

“More glorious than Solomon – Vestments”   

The final T3 (The Thursday Talks) talk for our Lent Course,  

“The liturgy in sign and symbol” 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRTG5bFMHD4  
 

—————————— 
 

Friday 18th March (Solemnity of St Joseph),  

12.00 Noon – Mass followed by Stations of the Cross   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLBbU37k5Uk  
 

—————————— 
 

Sunday 21st March (Fifth Sunday of Lent),  

11.30am – Sung Mass   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuUDM0fafgA  
 

—————————— 

 

God bless 

 

Fr Gordon 
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Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

Dear All 
 

St. Patrick’s Day 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well and with enough to do to happily occupy your time. 
 

A happy St Patrick’s Day to you all, and especially to those of you who trace your roots to the 
Emerald Isle.  We had a relic of St Patrick on the Altar for Mass today, but in the present      
circumstances it was not possible to offer an opportunity for veneration of the relic after 
Mass.  One of the household at 38 Windsor Road is Irish – Queenie is an Irish greyhound.  We 
know that because she is tattooed in both ears, and only the Irish greyhound racing industry 
does that.  Given the number of times that people ask me “What part of Ireland are you from 
Father”, I sometimes think I might as well be!  But I absolutely cannot abide Guinness and my 
Scottish heritage is too strong for me to betray it! 
 

We are at the stage of the year now when it can feel positively 
spring-like one moment, then later on the same day it’s like we are 
back in the depths of winter (and vice-versa).  But the signs of 
spring are definitely becoming more obvious, as the illustrations 
for this week’s   keeping-in-touch e-mail show.  It is only 10 days 
now until we will put the clocks forward an hour to British      
Summer Time, and the proper light evenings will return.  Don’t 
forget to move your clocks forward on the evening of Saturday 27th 
March, otherwise on the Sunday morning you will arrive for Palm 
Sunday Mass just as it is finishing! 
   
 

 
It is time now for the weekly invitation to tell us what your plans 
are for attending Mass next Sunday, the fifth Sunday of Lent.  It is 
also the Sunday on which Lent deepens into “Passiontide” and 
crucifixes and other images in Church are veiled in purple.  As 
usual, please send an e-mail to parishpriest763@gmail.com ,    
copied to gordonadam1962@btinternet.com , telling us which 
Mass you plan to attend and how many people there are in your 
household / bubble group.  Please try to let us know by lunchtime 
on Saturday.  Please remember that there are two Masses on     
Sunday morning (9.30 and 11.30), so just stating “Sunday” does 
not tell us which Mass you plan to assist at!  We are continuing to 
see an increase in the number of people attending and it is really 
good to once again see faces that we have not seen for a long time. 

 

 

 

There are still some tickets left for the liturgies for the Easter Triduum (Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday) and for Easter Morning, but not that may so please keep your  

requests for tickets coming in as soon as possible.  Please keep your requests for Easter tickets 
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This tree in Windsor Road is now in full blossom 

 

This tree in York Road is always on of the earliest to come into leaf, 

and if you look carefully you can see the buds have started to open 
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separate from your notification of your Sunday attendance 

plans.  Requests for Easter tickets by e-mail to                    

parishpriest763@gmail.com , copied to                                     

gordonadam1962@btinternet.com please.  Those who do not 

“do” e-mail may submit requests by giving a note to any of the 

clergy when convenient. 

 
This Magnolia tree (I think it is a Magnolia, but happy to be corrected) is in front of 

Chase House on York Road and is on the verge of turning into a magnificent display of 

spring flowering 

 

Next week, on Tuesday 23rd March it will be the first               

anniversary of the first lockdown being declared.  A “National 

Day of Reflection” will take place that day (the original initiative for this came from           

Marie-Curie, the cancer care charity) and our Bishops are supporting the idea with us adopting 

it as a day of prayer.  Our Bishops are asking that on the anniversary of our Churches being 

closed, we open them for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  Our Lady’s Church will be 

open for prayer during the day, and there will be an hour with exposition of the Blessed       

Sacrament from 7pm to 8pm.    
 

The most recent available figures (as at 4pm today – source www.gov.uk) show that in the UK 

25.2 million people have had their first dose vaccine and 1.7 million people have had their 

second dose as well.  With every “jab” the light at the end of the tunnel gets a little bit     

brighter, but we need to be mindful that beyond our shores mainland Europe is not making 

nearly such good progress and some other parts of the world have barely begun vaccination 

programmes.  This pandemic still has a way to go with 2.67 lives lost to it so far around the 

glove, with 126,000 of these being in the UK.  When we gather for prayer on the National day 

of Reflection we will pray for all those deceased, but it will also be an opportunity for us to 

ask God to bless those who have worked hard to keep daily life functioning over the past year 

and to ask God to help the bereaved find consolation and comfort.  We also need to ask that 

each and every one of us will be granted the grace and the patience to keep on behaving in 

ways that, even if we don’t like them, will ultimately help to hasten the end of the pandemic. 
 

Finally, in case any of you might think St Patrick’s Day is an excuse 

to over indulge….. 
 

Carry on taking good care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you 

 

Fr Gordon    
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