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Dear all 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well and happily occupied. 
 

I am not really able to give you much news of Parish life this time as I have not been 

here!  But. Coming back on duty today and having just returned from a meeting of SVP in     

Holy Family, I  can report that they are getting up and running again. 
 

I can also tell you that the link for the livestream of the 11.30 Mass from Our Lady’s this        

coming Sunday (19th September, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time) is :- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZeF3AJLx8k  
 

What I have been doing is taking some holiday time.  In doing so I have discovered that         

returning to doing what used to be normal things like travelling on a bus and on a train can be 

strangely and un expectedly stressful.  Having not slept a single night outside my own house 

for more than two years, and not used public transport since before the first lock down, I      

discovered that my “comfort zone” had changed and doing something like going on holiday 

was a lot more challenging than expected.  I suspect it is something of the same process as 

people who live for a long time in certain circumstances become “institutionalised” – people 

adapt to the reality of their daily routine and change is not easy. 
 

Notwithstanding that, a good time was had and the rain 

kept off while I was enjoying the City of York with         

Fr Tim as my holiday companion.  Where we stayed was 

very conveniently located just opposite Monk Bar, which 

is one of the gates in the City walls and we could walk to 

York Minster in about 5 minutes.  
 

One activity enjoyed was a visit to the National Railway 

Museum which is a place I have long wanted to             

visit.  One of the reasons for that is that among my         

earliest memories is being taken as a little boy to wait on 

Dundee railway station to sea the steam locomotive 

“Mallard” go past.  Mallard set the world speed record 

for steam locomotives on 3rd July 1938 at 126 mph. 

When I was taken as a little boy to see her she must have 

been on a post-retirement “valedictory” tour (or        

something like that) as she was retired from regular      

service the year after I was born, and more than 50 years later I at last visited her in the        

museum - she is displayed looking utterly immaculate.  There are many other exhibits,           

including Stephenson’s “Rocket”, but unfortunately “Flying Scotsman” is not currently in    

residence. 

 

Monk Bar, looking into the City 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZeF3AJLx8k


“Mallard” and “Rocket”.  No prize for guessing which is which! 
 

Another pleasure was to visit York Minster and to see 

the end result of the restoration of the East               

Window.  This was still “work in progress” when I last 

visited in 2015 and lots of the window was covered 

over or not in place.  All cleaned and restored I is now 

magnificent.  My own photograph would not do it   

justice so I offer a stock photo of it from the               

internet.  The window tells the story from the creation 

of the world until the end of time, using the Book of 

Revelation as the reference point for times still to 

come.  It was created between 1405 and 1408 by a 

Master Glazer called John Thornton.  For his efforts he 

was paid a fee of £46, plus a bonus of £10 for 

“finishing on time and to the Chapter of York’s         

satisfaction”.  I have not accidentally omitted any zeros 

in my typing there – he would not even get a night’s 

bed and breakfast anywhere nearby today for that total 

sum of money he was paid for three year’s work.  
 

York Minster’s Great East Window 

 

Back home it is time to start winding down the allotment and get ready for winter.  My Mother 

used to tell me that as you grow older time goes faster, and I think she was right.  It hardly 

seems five minutes since tiny little seedlings went into the ground, but now the dying jungle 

needs to be tidied – although the sweetcorn in now just ready to harvest, and the sprouts will 

stay in place until they have had a good frosting .  I also have some seed potatoes to plant that 

have come in packaging telling me to “Plant now for new potatoes at Christmas”.  The trees are 

beginning the process of changing colour and soon the shedding of leaves will begin. 
 

The coming of autumn means that it is time for thinking about things like seasonal flu jabs, and 

we have learned this week that there will be Covid boosters for the vulnerable and the over 

50s.  So, with that in mind, I leave you with something to make you smile……... 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep on taking good care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 
 

Fr Gordon. 

 
 

     

 

Fr. Gordon Adam 
Assistant Priest, King’s Lynn Catholic Parish,  

and Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group. 


