
 

Tuesday, January 05, 2021 

Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well, and     

keeping warm.  This is the first keeping—

In—Touch newsletter of 2021, so may I wish 

you all a happy New Year. 
 

I should think that by the time the Prime 

Minister addressed the nation yesterday    

evening there was nobody surprised by what 

he had to say.  I suspect I was not the only 

one wondering why it had taken so long to 

announce what was increasingly obvious as 

being needed.  If you would like to read the 

government guidance you can find it here:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/

file/949536/NationalLockdownGuidance.pdf  
 

There is one very important difference from the previous lockdowns – public worship is      

allowed, and it is one of the specific reasons for which it is permitted to leave your home.  It 

would seem that our protests about public worship being stopped back in November have had 

some effect, so thank you to everybody who wrote to our MP, James Wild, and to the Prime 

Minister’s office. Our normal schedule of Masses will therefore continue.   
 

We need to each do our bit to make sure that     

coming to Mass continues to be safe.  In              

particular we need to not mix with others (apart 

from our own household / bubble) before or after 

Mass and (particularly at Sunday Masses) to do as 

the steward(s)  direct. We also need to be careful 

to wear our face coverings properly – I have          

certainly seen some people attending Mass wear 

their mask below their noses.  Both nose and 

mouth need to be properly covered, and remember 

that the mask is not primarily to protect you, it is 

to protect others FROM you.  If you are an     

asymptomatic carrier of the virus and then you 

cough or sneeze without both nose and mouth   

covered then you will be spreading the virus to 

other people.  We each have a responsibility to 

take good care of both ourselves and other people 

around us. 
 

Last Friday saw an unexpectedly good turn out for 
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The crib this year in Our Lady’s Church 

 

The defibrillator in the main porch  

at Our Lady’s Church 
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Mass on the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – New Year’s Day.  It was also the first          

anniversary of the (sudden and unexpected) death of Charlie Busuttil, who played such a    

major part in the life of our Parish.  After his death the Knights of St Columba continued his 

fundraising work to purchase two defibrillators to be kept available in our Churches.  They 

were blessed at that Mass and are now in place to be of assistance in saving lives if ever     

needed – although we very much hope and pray that they will not be needed. 
 

Back in November I was expressing surprise at 

just how early some people were putting up 

their Christmas lights and decorations, clearly 

seeking after some cheer and brightness amid 

the ongoing gloom of the pandemic’s             

progress.  Clearly the Sunday just past was the 

almost universally chosen day for taking the 

decorations down.  When Queenie went for her 

evening walk about 5.30, almost every house 

that had been brightly lit up for Christmas was 

shrouded in January darkness.  I didn’t hear it 

myself, but I understand somebody from      

English Heritage was on the “Today” news     

programme on radio 4 this morning suggesting 

that we should revert to the old custom of        

keeping the decorations up until the eve of   

Candlemas Day (2nd February, Presentation of 

the Lord) to provide some brightness and cheer 

through the winter gloom. 
 

Finally, a reminder that tomorrow (Wednesday 6th January) is the Solemnity of the Epiphany 

of the Lord.  Mass is at 9.30am in Holy Family Church and 7.30pm in Our Lady’s 

Church.  The 7.30pm Mass will be live-streamed. 
 

Take good care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon 
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