
 

Saturday May 01, 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to the month of May. 
 

Happy 1st May to you, today is the memoria of           

St. Joseph the Worker: 
 

The commemoration/memoria of St Joseph the Worker 

on this day was established by Pius XII in 1955.           

St Joseph is the patron of all working people. 

 

Through the work of his hands, Joseph provided for 

the material needs of Mary and Jesus. He educated    

Jesus and patiently schooled him in the trade of        

carpentry. “Work was the daily expression of love in 

the life of the family of Nazareth” (Saint John Paul II) 
 

From the office of readings for St. Joseph the Worker: 
 

A reading from the Constitution of the Second       

Vatican Council on the Church in the Modern World: 
 

By his labour and abilities man has always striven to      

improve the quality of his life. Today, particularly by 

means of science and technology, he has extended his 

mastery over almost the whole of nature, and still     

continues to extend it. Through the development of the 

many means of communication among nations, the human family is coming to see itself, and 

establish itself, as a single worldwide community. As a result, where formerly man looked     

especially to supernatural forces for blessings, he now secures many of these benefits for      

himself, thanks to his own efforts. 
 

In the face of this vast enterprise now engaging the whole human race, men are asking       

themselves a series of questions. What is the meaning and value of all this activity? How 

should these benefits be used? Where are the efforts of individuals and communities finally 

leading us? 
 

The Church is the guardian of the deposit of God’s word, from which are drawn the principles 

of the religious and moral order. Without always having a ready answer to every question, the 

Church desires to integrate the light of revelation with the skilled knowledge of mankind, so 

that it may shine on the path which humanity has lately entered. 
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Those who believe in God take it for granted that, taken by itself, man’s activity, both          

individual and collective – that great struggle in which men in the course of the ages have 

sought to improve the conditions of human living – is in keeping with God’s purpose. 
 

Man, created in God’s image, has been commissioned to master the earth and all it contains, 

and so rule the world in justice and holiness. He is to acknowledge God as the creator of all, 

and to see himself and the whole universe in relation to God, in order that all things may be 

subject to man, and God’s name be an object of wonder and praise over all the earth. 
 

This commission extends to even the most ordinary activities of everyday life. Where men and 

women, in the course of gaining a livelihood for themselves and their families, offer              

appropriate service to society, they can be confident that their personal efforts promote the 

work of the Creator, confer benefit on their fellow-men, and help to realise God’s plan in      

history. 
 

So far from thinking that the achievements gained by man’s abilities and strength are in        

opposition to God’s power, or that man with his intelligence is in some sense a rival to his 

Creator, Christians are, on the contrary, convinced that the triumphs of the human race are a 

sign of God’s greatness and the effect of his wonderful providence. 
 

The more the power of men increases, the wider is the scope of their responsibilities, as        

individuals and as communities. 
 

It is clear, then, that the Christian message does not deflect men from the building up of the 

world, or encourage them to neglect the good of their fellow-men, but rather places on them a 

stricter obligation to work for these objectives. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The Month of May-the Month of Mary 
 

The month of May is a special time for us Catholics, 

to pay homage to our Blessed Mother Mary. 
 

Mary has a unique role in salvation history as the 

Mother of God, conceived without Sin, who by her 

own free will agreed to bring the “Word made flesh", 

(John 1:14) our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ into 

the world. 
 

Mary is prefigured as the one who would crush the head of the serpent (a figure of Satan) in 

Genesis 3:15 through her Divine Son. Still she in no way overshadows Him, nor would she 

ever wish to. 
 

Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great devotion to Jesus, from Bethlehem 

where she gave birth to Him, to Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood by His cross in His   

Crucifixion, from Crib to Cross, as it were. 
 

Some Biblical References: 
 

Luke 1:26-38 -The Annunciation where Mary says “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word” 
 

Luke is 1:46-55 - The Magnificat where Mary says “My Soul proclaims the greatness of the 

 



 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” 
 

John 2:1-12 -The Wedding at Cana where Mary says “Do whatever he tells you” 
 

The Month of Mary and the Popes 
 

The practice of honouring Mary during the month of May has been especially recommended 

by the Popes. Pius XII made frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred 

Liturgy (Mediator Dei) characterized it as one of "other exercises of piety which although not 

strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are nevertheless of special import and dignity, and 

may be considered in a certain way to be an addition to the liturgical cult: they have been      

approved and praised over and over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops". 
 

Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using the Month of Mary devotion as a means of      

obtaining prayers for peace. He urged the faithful to make use of this practice which is 

"gladdening and consoling" and by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is honoured and the     

Christian people are enriched with spiritual gifts". 
 

In May of 2002 Pope John Paul II said, "Today we begin the month dedicated to Our Lady a 

favourite of popular devotion. In accord with a long-standing tradition of devotion, parishes 

and families continue to make the month of May a 'Marian' month, celebrating it with many 

devout liturgical, catechetical and pastoral initiatives!" 
 

For this year Pope Francis has asked that we all say the Rosary each day in May for the end 

of the pandemic. 
 

Pope Francis has invited Catholics and 30 Marian Shrines around the world, including the 

Shrine at Walsingham, to dedicate the month of May to a marathon of prayer for an end to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/2021/04/26/pope-francis-to-join-walsingham-in-pandemic-

prayers/ 
 

From Vatican News: 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-04/pope-francis-shrines-may-2021-prayer-

end-pandemic.html?

fbclid=IwAR0fFgaqfdOL_2IKp2iA__ZsEmP32Bn0co5m0p7dcLCVPVpMpcDWaPNNTCs 
 

From Bishop Alan: 
 

The Holy Father has selected Shrines from across the world to participate in his special          

initiative to pray the Rosary during the month of May for the end of the pandemic.  He himself 

will initiate this on May 1st and end it on May 31st. 
 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has been selected to participate on May 1st.  This will 

be live streamed from Walsingham to the Vatican television Centre so that Pope Francis can 

see it live.  Our particular Intention is for those who have died from the pandemic across the 

world. 
 

EWTN will oversee this broadcast. 
 

The Shrine will promote this initiative during the entire month of May. 
 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/2021/04/26/may-2021-rosary-mission/ 
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This evening the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham will start the month of prayer.  
 

The event will start with an address of the Holy Father and liturgical programme from Rome 

at 5.00pm UK time.  The rosary will be streamed from around 6.00pm UK time. 
 

The recitation of the rosary will be live streamed from Walsingham to the Vatican Television 

Centre so that Pope Francis can join in live. The Walsingham Intention is for those who have 

died from the pandemic across the world. 
 

To follow the events this evening from Walsingham: 
 

Facebook -  

https://www.facebook.com/WalsinghamBlog 
 

You Tube -  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ruKlnR-riJorule-3tuhg/featured 
 

Website -  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 
 

There is also a Rosary Stronghold Mission youtube video that you may wish to watch.  

The link is: https://youtu.be/y_ySCVhakZg 
 

Further information on the rosary mission: 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/2021/04/26/may-2021-rosary-mission/ 
 

———————————————————— 
 

With my thoughts and prayers.   
 

God bless 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 

 

Our Lady of Walsingham - 

Pray for Us. 
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